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To the casual observer, four-year-old Judy might seem a wallflower among her more (@) gregarious playmates. She
hangs back from the action at playtime, staying on'the [ A ] of games rather than plunging into the center. But Judy
is actually a keen observer of the social politics of her preschool classroom, perhaps the most sophisticated of her
playmates in her insights into the tides of feeling within the others,

Her sophistication is not apparent until Judy's teacher gathers the four-year-olds around to play what they call
@ the Classroom Game. The Classroom Game — a dollhouse replica of Judy's own preschool classroom, with. stick
figures who have for heads small photos of the students and teachers — is a test of social perceptiveness, When Judy's
teacher asks her to put each girl and boy in the part of the room they like fo play in most — the art corner, the blocks
corner, and so on — Judy does so with complete accuracy. And when asked to put each boy and girl with the children
they like to play with most, Judy shows she can match best friends for the entire class.

Judy's accuracy reveals that she has a perfect social map of her class, a level of perceptiveness exceptional for a
four-year-old, These are the skills that, in later life, might allow Judy to blossom into a star in any of the fields where
“people skills" count, from sales and management to diplomacy.

That Judy's social brilliance was [ B ]at all, let alone this early, was due to her being a student at the Eliot-Pearson
Preschool on the campus of Tufts University, where Project Spectrum, a curriculum that intentionally cultivates a variety
of kinds of intelligence, was then being developed. Project Spectrum recognizes that the human repertoire of abilities
goes far beyond (@ the three R's, the narrow band of word-and-number skills that schools traditionally focus on. It
acknowledges that capacities such as Judy's social perceptiveness are talents that an education can (@) nurture rather
than ignore or even frustrate. By encouraging children to develop a full range of the abilities that they will actually
draw on to succeed, or use simply to be fulfilled in what they do, school becomes an education in life skills.

The guiding visionary behind Project Spectrum is Howard Gardner, a psychologist at the Harvard School of
Education. “The time has come,” Gardner told me, “to broaden our notion of the spectrum of talents. The single most
important contribution education can make to a child's development is fo help him toward a field where his talents best
suit him, where. he will be satisfied and competent. We've completely lost sight of (® that. Instead we subject everyone
to an education where, if you succeed, you will be best suited to be a college professor. And we evaluate everyone along
the way according to whether they meet that narrow standard of success. We should ® their natural
competencies and gifts, and cultivate those. There are hundreds and hundreds of ways to succeed, and many, many
different abilities that will help you (%) get there.”

If anyone sees the limits of the old ways of thinking about [ C J, it is Gardner. He points out that the glory days of
the 1Q tests began during World War I, when two million American men were sorted out through the first mass
paper-and-pencil form of the IQ test, freshly developed by Lewis Terman, a psychologist at Stanford. This led to decades
of what Gardner calls the (§ “1Q way of thinking”: “that people are either smart or not, are born that way, that there's
nothing much you can do about it, and that tests can tell you if you are one of the smart ones or not. The SAT test for
college admissions is based on the same notion of a single kind of aptitude that determines your future. This way of
thinking (§ permeates society.”

Gardner's influential 1983 book Frames of Mind was a manifesto [ D ] the IQ view; it proposed that there was not
just one, monalithic kind of intelligence that was crucial for life success, but rather a wide spectrum of intelligences.
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